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An Ohio family with roots in the South, the Ewings influenced the course of the Midwest for more than fifty
years. Patriarch Thomas Ewing, a former Whig senator and cabinet member who made his fortune as a real
estate lawyer, raised four major players in the nation’s history—including William Tecumseh “Cump”
Sherman, taken into the family as a nine-year-old, who went on to marry his foster sister Ellen. Ronald D.
Smith now tells of this extraordinary clan that played a role on the national stage through the illustrious
career of one of its sons.
In Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General, Smith introduces us to the Ewing family,
little known except among scholars of Sherman, to show that Tom Jr. had a remarkable career of his own:
first as a real estate lawyer, judge, soldier, and speculator in Kansas, then as a key figure in national politics.
Smith takes readers back to Bleeding Kansas, with its border ruffians and land speculators, reconstructing the
rough-and-tumble of its courtrooms to demonstrate that its turmoil was as much about claim-jumping as
about slavery. He describes the seat-of-the-pants law practice in which Ewing worked with his brothers
Hugh and Charlie and foster brother Cump. He then tells how Tom came to national prominence in the fight
over the proslavery Lecompton Constitution, was instrumental in starting up the Union Pacific Railroad, and
became the first chief justice of the Kansas Supreme Court.
Ewing obtained a commission in the Union Army—as did his brothers—and raised a regiment that saw
significant action in Arkansas and Missouri. After William Quantrill’s raid on Lawrence, Kansas, he issued
the dramatic General Order No. 11 that expelled residents from sections of western Missouri. Then this
confidant of Abraham Lincoln’s went on to courageously defend three of the assassination
conspirators—including the disingenuous Samuel Mudd—and lobbied the key vote to block the
impeachment of Andrew Johnson.
Smith examines Ewing’s life in meticulous detail, mining family correspondence for informative quotes and
digging deep into legal records to portray lawmaking on the frontier. And while Sherman has been the focus
of most previous work on the Ewings, this book fills the gaps in an interlocking family of remarkable
people—one that helped shape a nation’s development in its courtrooms and business suites. Thomas Ewing
Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General retells a chapter of Kansas history and opens up a panoramic
view of antebellum America, the Civil War, Reconstruction, and the Gilded Age.
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From reader reviews:

Elizabeth Brown:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the guide entitled Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY). Try to make book Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War
General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend
when you feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So , let us
make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Natalie White:

Inside other case, little persons like to read book Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General
(SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY). You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a book Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES
OF BLUE & GRAY). You can add knowledge and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can learn everything! From your country until eventually
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you may know
that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Marina Espinal:

This Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) tend to be
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason of this Thomas Ewing Jr.:
Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) can be one of many great books
you must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed a person with information
that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it everywhere
you go and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Thomas Ewing Jr.:
Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF BLUE & GRAY) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical thinking that could it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Jami Hannah:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and soon.
You will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The actual book that



recommended to you personally is Thomas Ewing Jr.: Frontier Lawyer and Civil War General (SHADES OF
BLUE & GRAY) this publication consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This
specific book was represented how do the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use for
explain it is easy to understand. The particular writer made some investigation when he makes this book.
This is why this book suited all of you.
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