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The New England Puritans' fascination with the legacy of the Jewish religion has been well documented, but
their interactions with actual Jews have escaped sustained historical attention. New Israel/New England tells
the story of the Sephardic merchants who traded and sojourned in Boston and Newport between the mid-
seventeenth century and the era of the American Revolution. It also explores the complex and often
contradictory meanings that the Puritans attached to Judaism and the fraught attitudes that they bore toward
the Jews as a people.

More often than not, Michael Hoberman shows, Puritans thought and wrote about Jews in order to resolve
their own theological and cultural dilemmas. A number of prominent New Englanders, including Roger
Williams, Increase Mather, Samuel Sewall, Benjamin Colman, Cotton Mather, Jonathan Edwards, and Ezra
Stiles, wrote extensively about post-biblical Jews, in some cases drawing on their own personal acquaintance
with Jewish contemporaries.

Among the intriguing episodes that Hoberman investigates is the recruitment and conversion of Harvard's
first permanent instructor of Hebrew, the Jewish-born Judah Monis. Later chapters describe the ecumenical
friendship between Newport minister Ezra Stiles and Haim Carigal, an itinerant rabbi from Palestine, as well
as the life and career of Moses Michael Hays, the prominent freemason who was Boston's first permanently
established Jewish businessman, a founder of its insurance industry, an early sponsor of the Bank of
Massachusetts, and a personal friend of Paul Revere.
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From reader reviews:

Jane Kim:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As it is known to us that book is very important for us. The book New Israel / New England: Jews and
Puritans in Early America seemed to be making you to know about other know-how and of course you can
take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The reserve New Israel / New England: Jews and
Puritans in Early America is not only giving you more new information but also being your friend when you
feel bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship using
the book New Israel / New England: Jews and Puritans in Early America. You never feel lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

William Oden:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your limited time to read it because this all time you only find publication that
need more time to be study. New Israel / New England: Jews and Puritans in Early America can be your
answer mainly because it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Lisa Westra:

The book untitled New Israel / New England: Jews and Puritans in Early America contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy approach. The language is very
straightforward all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read that. The book was compiled by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book
because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the book within anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site as well as order
it. Have a nice study.

Mabel Maddux:

You will get this New Israel / New England: Jews and Puritans in Early America by browse the bookstore or
Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by written or printed but additionally can you enjoy
this book through e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your e-book. It is
most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still update. Let's try to choose
appropriate ways for you.
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