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Although he surprised the world in 1866 with his first published book of poetry, Battle-Pieces and Aspects of
the War, Herman Melville had long been steeped in poetry. This new offering in the authoritative
Northwestern-Newberry series, The Writings of Herman Melville, with a historical note by Hershel Parker, is
testament to Melville the poet. Penultimate in the publication of the series, Published Poems follows the
release of Melville’s verse epic, Clarel (1876), and with it, contains the entirety of the poems published
during Melville’s lifetime: Battle-Pieces, as well as John Marr and Other Sailors, with Some Sea-Pieces
(1888), and Timoleon Etc. (1891).

Battle-Pieces and Aspects of the War has long been recognized as a great contribution to the poetry of the
Civil War, comparable only to Whitman’s Drum-Taps. Its idiosyncrasies, many of them grounded in British
poetry, kept it from immediate popularity, but it was not the production of a novice. Melville had made
himself over into a poet in the late 1850s and had tried to publish a previous collection of poetry—now
lost—in 1860.

John Marr and Other Sailors is a retrospective nautical book. Its portraits of sailors were influenced by
Melville’s own experience of aging as well as by his long acquaintance with wasted mariners at the Sailors’
Snug Harbor on Staten Island, where his brother was governor.

The book modulates into "Sea-Pieces," including the grisly "Maldive Shark" and "To Ned," a powerful
reflection on how Melville’s personal adventures with the Typee islanders in 1842 had accrued rich historical
significance over the decades.

Thematically less unified, Timoleon Etc. contains poems with many European and exotic settings from
ancient to modern times. The most famous are "After the Pleasure Party" and "The Age of the Antonines."
Published in the last year of Melville’s life, some of the poems were first written many years earlier; for
example, Melville copied "The Age of the Antonines" out for his brother-in-law in 1877, describing it as
something found in a bundle of old papers. One whole section seems to have been almost entirely salvaged
from the unpublished 1860 volume of poetry. As with the other volumes in the Northwestern-Newberry
series, the aim of this edition of Published Poems is to present a text as close to the author’s intention as
surviving evidence permits. To that end, the editorial appendix includes a historical note by Hershel Parker,
the dean of Melville scholars, which gives a compelling, in-depth account of how one of America’s greatest
writers grew into the vocation of a poet; an essay by G. Thomas Tanselle on the printing and publishing
history of the works in Published Poems; a textual record that identifies the copy-texts for the present edition
and explains the editorial policy; and substantial scholarly notes on individual poems.
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From reader reviews:

John Long:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action,
like looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the e-book entitled Published Poems: The Writings of Herman Melville Vol. 11. Try to the
actual book Published Poems: The Writings of Herman Melville Vol. 11 as your friend. It means that it can
being your friend when you feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is
very fortuned in your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know almost
everything by the book. So , let me make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Beverly McGahey:

Book is to be different for each and every grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important usually. The book Published Poems: The Writings of Herman
Melville Vol. 11 had been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Published Poems: The Writings of Herman Melville
Vol. 11 is not only giving you far more new information but also to be your friend when you experience
bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship with the
book Published Poems: The Writings of Herman Melville Vol. 11. You never really feel lose out for
everything when you read some books.

Willie Kelly:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that often many people have underestimated this for a while is reading.
That's why, by reading a book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand than other is high. For
you personally who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Published Poems: The Writings
of Herman Melville Vol. 11 book as nice and daily reading publication. Why, because this book is greater
than just a book.

Karyn Turner:

Typically the book Published Poems: The Writings of Herman Melville Vol. 11 has a lot of information on
it. So when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of help. The book was authored by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This book very easy to read
you can find the point easily after scanning this book.
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