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One of the twentieth century’s most extraordinary Americans, Pearl Buck was the first person to
make China accessible to the West.

 

She recreated the lives of ordinary Chinese people in The Good Earth, an overnight worldwide bestseller in
1932, later a blockbuster movie. Buck went on to become the first American woman to win the Nobel Prize
for Literature. Long before anyone else, she foresaw China’s future as a superpower, and she recognized the
crucial importance for both countries of China’s building a relationship with the United States. As a teenager
she had witnessed the first stirrings of Chinese revolution, and as a young woman she narrowly escaped
being killed in the deadly struggle between Chinese Nationalists and the newly formed Communist Party.

Pearl grew up in an imperial China unchanged for thousands of years. She was the child of American
missionaries, but she spoke Chinese before she learned English, and her friends were the children of Chinese
farmers. She took it for granted that she was Chinese herself until she was eight years old, when the terrorist
uprising known as the Boxer Rebellion forced her family to flee for their lives. It was the first of many
desperate flights. Flood, famine, drought, bandits, and war formed the background of Pearl’s life in China.
"Asia was the real, the actual world," she said, "and my own country became the dreamworld."

Pearl wrote about the realities of the only world she knew in The Good Earth. It was one of the last things
she did before being finally forced out of China to settle for the first time in the United States. She was
unknown and penniless with a failed marriage behind her, a disabled child to support, no prospects, and no
way of telling that The Good Earth would sell tens of millions of copies. It transfixed a whole generation of
readers just as Jung Chang’s Wild Swans would do more than half a century later. No Westerner had ever
written anything like this before, and no Chinese had either.

Buck was the forerunner of a wave of Chinese Americans from Maxine Hong Kingston to Amy Tan. Until
their books began coming out in the last few decades, her novels were unique in that they spoke for ordinary
Asian people— "translating my parents to me," said Hong Kingston, "and giving me our ancestry and our
habitation." As a phenomenally successful writer and civil-rights campaigner, Buck did more than anyone
else in her lifetime to change Western perceptions of China. In a world with its eyes trained on China today,
she has much to tell us about what lies behind its astonishing reawakening.
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From reader reviews:

Annie Smith:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add
your knowledge by the publication entitled Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth. Try to face the
book Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth as your friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you sense alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned in
your case. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book.
So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Joe North:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new facts.
When you read a e-book you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to share the
information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story
how the people do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other people. When you read this
Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth, you are able to tells your family, friends and soon about
yours book. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a book.

David Sayre:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you will get it in e-
book method, more simple and reachable. This Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth can give
you a lot of good friends because by you considering this one book you have point that they don't and make
you more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success. This e-
book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than different make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? We need to have Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The
Good Earth.

Rebecca Muldoon:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be
rare? Why so many question for the book? But almost any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading.
Some people likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and Pearl Buck in China: Journey to
The Good Earth or maybe others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the good a
book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those publications are helping them to bring their knowledge. In different case, beside
science publication, any other book likes Pearl Buck in China: Journey to The Good Earth to make your
spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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