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Roland Barthes, whose centenary falls in 2015, was a restless, protean thinker. A constant innovator, often as
a daring smuggler of ideas from one discipline to another, he first gained an audience with his pithy essays
on mass culture and then went on to produce some of the most suggestive and stimulating cultural criticism
of the late twentieth century, including Empire of Signs, The Pleasure of the Text, and Camera Lucida. In
1976, this one time structuralist outsider was elected to a chair at France’s preeminent Collège de France,
where he chose to style himself as professor of literary semiology until his death in 1980.

The greater part of Barthes’s published writings have been available to a French audience since 2002, but
here, translator Chris Turner presents a collection of essays, interviews, prefaces, book reviews, and other
journalistic material for the first time in English. Divided into five themed volumes, readers are presented in
volume one, ‘A Very Fine Gift’ and Other Writings on Theory, with Barthes’s attempts to frame his lifelong
curiosities in theoretical form, from his early musings on the sociology of literature through his high period
of structuralism to his later reflections on Derrida.
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From reader reviews:

Lori Barnes:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading practice give
you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge your information inside the book
that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if
you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want really feel happy read one using
theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The particular "A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on
Theory: Essays and Interviews, Volume 1 (The French List) is kind of guide which is giving the reader
erratic experience.

Meredith Bailey:

This book untitled "A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on Theory: Essays and Interviews, Volume 1 (The
French List) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, this is because when you read this e-
book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book shop or you can
order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this
book, as you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to
past this book from your list.

Frank Moore:

"A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on Theory: Essays and Interviews, Volume 1 (The French List) can
be one of your basic books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this
publication has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit
entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word
into pleasure arrangement in writing "A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on Theory: Essays and
Interviews, Volume 1 (The French List) but doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as
well as based confirm resource information that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information could drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Robert Marshall:

This "A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on Theory: Essays and Interviews, Volume 1 (The French List)
is brand new way for you who has attention to look for some information as it relief your hunger of
information. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having small
amount of digest in reading this "A Very Fine Gift" and Other Writings on Theory: Essays and Interviews,
Volume 1 (The French List) can be the light food for you because the information inside that book is easy to
get through anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yep I mean in
the e-book contact form. People who think that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find what you are



looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss the idea! Just read this e-book style for your
better life in addition to knowledge.
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