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Do all questions have answers? How much can we know about the world? Is there such a thing as an
ultimate truth?

To be human is to want to know, but what we are able to observe is only a tiny portion of what’s “out there.”
In The Island of Knowledge, physicist Marcelo Gleiser traces our search for answers to the most fundamental
questions of existence. In so doing, he reaches a provocative conclusion: science, the main tool we use to
find answers, is fundamentally limited.

These limits to our knowledge arise both from our tools of exploration and from the nature of physical
reality: the speed of light, the uncertainty principle, the impossibility of seeing beyond the cosmic horizon,
the incompleteness theorem, and our own limitations as an intelligent species. Recognizing limits in this
way, Gleiser argues, is not a deterrent to progress or a surrendering to religion. Rather, it frees us to question
the meaning and nature of the universe while affirming the central role of life and ourselves in it. Science can
and must go on, but recognizing its limits reveals its true mission: to know the universe is to know ourselves.

Telling the dramatic story of our quest for understanding, The Island of Knowledge offers a highly original
exploration of the ideas of some of the greatest thinkers in history, from Plato to Einstein, and how they
affect us today. An authoritative, broad-ranging intellectual history of our search for knowledge and
meaning, The Island of Knowledge is a unique view of what it means to be human in a universe filled with
mystery.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

Here thing why this particular The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning
are different and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good nevertheless it depends in the
content of computer which is the content is as tasty as food or not. The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of
Science and the Search for Meaning giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any
guide out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and
the Search for Meaning. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your own personal eyes about the
thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. You can easily bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your approach home by train. When you are having
difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science
and the Search for Meaning in e-book can be your choice.

Tammy Lugo:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well as their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you reading through a book especially fictional book the author will bring that you imagine the story
how the personas do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this
The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning, you may tells your family,
friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a e-
book.

Deborah Hagan:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television programs
or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of
Science and the Search for Meaning can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You are
thus out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand new era is common not a nerd activity. So what
these ebooks have than the others?

Rene Moore:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This book The Island of Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the
Search for Meaning was vibrant and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Island of
Knowledge: The Limits of Science and the Search for Meaning has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and



unwind. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that will.
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