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In this holistic examination of political scandal in the United States, David Dewberry argues convincingly
that such scandals follow a consistent narrative centered largely on media coverage and politician
performance rather than the actual corruption or ethics violation committed. In making this argument, he also
provides an analytical framework for understanding the patterns underlying scandals regardless of their
unique political contexts.

Dewberry dissects four major examples—Teapot Dome, Watergate, Iran-Contra, and
Clinton/Lewinsky—and explores the roles of various constituencies involved in creating, reacting to, and
mediating the scandal. What is the true role of journalism within the context of scandal? What persuasive
techniques do politicians employ to develop and perpetuate scandals? What motives and values bring
scandals to a close? In addition to the core cases, Dewberry incorporates briefer examples from
contemporary and ongoing controversies including Anthony Weiner’s sexting scandal, money and sex in
Congress, how cover-ups have gone digital, and Chris Christie’s Bridgegate. The result is a fascinating and
thoughtful look at the relationships among political discourse, free speech, and democracy.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Burdette:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe
will update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This The American Political
Scandal: Free Speech, Public Discourse, and Democracy (Communication, Media, and Politics) is our
recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and want
in this era.

Calvin Lee:

This The American Political Scandal: Free Speech, Public Discourse, and Democracy (Communication,
Media, and Politics) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The main
reason of this The American Political Scandal: Free Speech, Public Discourse, and Democracy
(Communication, Media, and Politics) can be one of the great books you must have is giving you more than
just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that probably will shock your prior
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book
and printed kinds. Beside that this The American Political Scandal: Free Speech, Public Discourse, and
Democracy (Communication, Media, and Politics) giving you an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have
it appreciate reading.

Willie Dominguez:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they carrying out activity like watching television, planning to
beach, or picnic inside the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Will you something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? May be reading a book could be option to fill your
totally free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If
you want to try look for book, may be the e-book untitled The American Political Scandal: Free Speech,
Public Discourse, and Democracy (Communication, Media, and Politics) can be good book to read. May be
it could be best activity to you.

Rosemary Robinson:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short time to read it because all this time you only find guide that need
more time to be study. The American Political Scandal: Free Speech, Public Discourse, and Democracy



(Communication, Media, and Politics) can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who
have those short extra time problems.
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