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West Baltimore stands out in the popular imagination as the quintessential “inner city”—gritty, run-down,
and marred by drugs and gang violence. Indeed, with the collapse of manufacturing jobs in the 1970s, the
area experienced a rapid onset of poverty and high unemployment, with few public resources available to
alleviate economic distress. But in stark contrast to the image of a perpetual “urban underclass” depicted in
television by shows like The Wire, sociologists Karl Alexander, Doris Entwisle, and Linda Olson present a
more nuanced portrait of Baltimore’s inner city residents that employs important new research on the
significance of early-life opportunities available to low-income populations. The Long Shadow focuses on
children who grew up in west Baltimore neighborhoods and others like them throughout the city, tracing how
their early lives in the inner city have affected their long-term well-being. Although research for this book
was conducted in Baltimore, that city’s struggles with deindustrialization, white flight, and concentrated
poverty were characteristic of most East Coast and Midwest manufacturing cities. The experience of
Baltimore’s children who came of age during this era is mirrored in the experiences of urban children across
the nation.

For 25 years, the authors of The Long Shadow tracked the life progress of a group of almost 800
predominantly low-income Baltimore school children through the Beginning School Study Youth Panel
(BSSYP). The study monitored the children’s transitions to young adulthood with special attention to how
opportunities available to them as early as first grade shaped their socioeconomic status as adults. The
authors’ fine-grained analysis confirms that the children who lived in more cohesive neighborhoods, had
stronger families, and attended better schools tended to maintain a higher economic status later in life. As
young adults, they held higher-income jobs and had achieved more personal milestones (such as marriage)
than their lower-status counterparts. Differences in race and gender further stratified life opportunities for the
Baltimore children. As one of the first studies to closely examine the outcomes of inner-city whites in
addition to African Americans, data from the BSSYP shows that by adulthood, white men of lower status
family background, despite attaining less education on average, were more likely to be employed than any
other group in part due to family connections and long-standing racial biases in Baltimore’s industrial
economy. Gender imbalances were also evident: the women, who were more likely to be working in low-
wage service and clerical jobs, earned less than men. African American women were doubly disadvantaged
insofar as they were less likely to be in a stable relationship than white women, and therefore less likely to
benefit from a second income.

Combining original interviews with Baltimore families, teachers, and other community members with the
empirical data gathered from the authors’ groundbreaking research, The Long Shadow unravels the complex
connections between socioeconomic origins and socioeconomic destinations to reveal a startling and much-
needed examination of who succeeds and why.
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From reader reviews:

James Ellis:

Here thing why this kind of Long Shadow, The: Family Background, Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the
Transition to Adulthood (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser) are different and trustworthy to be
yours. First of all looking at a book is good but it really depends in the content of the usb ports which is the
content is as scrumptious as food or not. Long Shadow, The: Family Background, Disadvantaged Urban
Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser) giving you information
deeper since different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no publication that similar with
Long Shadow, The: Family Background, Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood
(Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can
actually bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your means home by train. In case you are having
difficulties in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Long Shadow, The: Family Background,
Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser) in
e-book can be your alternate.

Loretta Claybrooks:

Now a day those who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How individuals to be
smart in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Examining a book
can help people out of this uncertainty Information particularly this Long Shadow, The: Family Background,
Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood (Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser)
book because book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the information in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

David McMillian:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With examining you can get a
lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can certainly
share their idea. Books can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their reader with their
story as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the textbooks. But also they write about
the data about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this
Long Shadow, The: Family Background, Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood
(Amer Sociological Association's Rose Ser).



John Schreiber:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day long. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading through a book.
Ugh, ya think reading a book can actually hard because you have to accept the book everywhere? It all right
you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like Long Shadow,
The: Family Background, Disadvantaged Urban Youth, and the Transition to Adulthood (Amer Sociological
Association's Rose Ser) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's find.
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