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Susan McKenna presents the innovative narratives of Emilia Pardo Bazán, Spain's preeminent nineteenth-
century female writer, in Crafting the Female Subject. Known for her novels and essays, Pardo Bazán (1851-
1921) also authored more than 580 short stories, whose literary experimentation and concern for female
subjectivity strikingly redefine her corpus. Breaking with the traditional limitations of the short story, Pardo
Bazán's themes and narrative structures investigate how women both challenged and conformed to
prescribed gender roles in Spanish society.

Basing this study on twenty stories written between the years 1883 and 1914, McKenna demonstrates how
Pardo Bazán deployed the idiom of ambivalence to explore positions on women, narrative, and the
conventions that attempted to govern them both. The study centers on the narrative structures of beginning
and endings, displaying the ways in which Pardo Bazán manipulated form to create an authentic female
subject.

The book also embeds and resituates Pardo Bazán's short fiction within the canon of contemporary short-
story theory. Several chapters examine narratological strategies of resistance that accent her long and often
controversial career. Through discursive techniques that developed over time, these stories simultaneously
contest and exploit the limitations of formal narrative design. At the forefront of an evolving genre, Pardo
Bazán ruptured the conventions of short fiction to delimit a new cultural space for female subjectivity.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Susan M. McKenna is assistant professor of Spanish at the University of Delaware.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

This Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo Bazán usually
are reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The key reason why of this
Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo Bazán can be one of
several great books you must have will be giving you more than just simple reading food but feed anyone
with information that maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is actually handy, you can
bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions.
Beside that this Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo
Bazán forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you demo of
critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day pastime. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Clorinda Combs:

The particular book Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo
Bazán will bring that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to spell out the
idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to learn, this book very acceptable to you. The book Crafting
the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo Bazán is much recommended
to you to read. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Nicholas Mishler:

As a pupil exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library or to make
summary for some book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to right now there but
nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore , this Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of
Emilia Pardo Bazán can make you feel more interested to read.

Amy Gutierrez:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from your book. Book is written or printed or highlighted from each source that filled update of
news. On this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
searching for the Crafting the Female Subject: Narrative Innovation in the Short Fiction of Emilia Pardo
Bazán when you desired it?
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